
District Update
December 12, 2021

Upcoming Week Reminders

Monday, December 13
School Spirit Week
Jersey Day
Wear your favorite team’s jersey

Tuesday, December  14
FULL DAY at both schools
A reminder that the original calendar had this day as an early dismissal
day.  It is now a FULL DAY.

School Spirit Week
Hat Day
Wear your favorite hat/cap to school

Wednesday, December 15
School Spirit Week
Twins Day
You and a friend dress the same



Thursday, December  16
Hawks & LadyHawks Hoops
4:15 PM
At Upper Saddle River

Memorial School Holiday Concert
7:00 PM
Memorial Large Gym
Two guests per family of musicians.  Specific info for pre registration has
been communicated.

School Spirit Week
Wacky Hair Day

Friday, December 17
Spirit Friday !
Wear your favorite school swag or some form of red/white to show your
school spirit!

Saturday, December 18
Student Council Elves Collecting Toys for Toy Drive
9:00 - 11:00 AM
MAS Parking Lot
Drop of your unwrapped toys in the MAS parking lot between 9 and 11 am
for pediatric cancer patients at HUMC.

COVID UPDATE
As we all have seen in recent news reports, COVID cases are on the rise in
Bergen County and elsewhere.  This was to be expected because of the change
in weather and corresponding time spent indoors.  Therefore, schools are not
immune to issues related to this.  Over the last few weeks we have seen an
uptick in reported cases in our schools and have worked in conjunction with
the Bergen County Department of Health to map out action plans for all
involved.



The weekly CALI report that is provided by the New Jersey Department of
Education has Maywood’s three county grouping labeled “Northeast” in the
orange or high category as it relates to percentage of positive cases.  This past
week was the first time the Northeast grouping has been orange in quite some
time.  This means that the vigilance we have all been using since this started
two years ago, must be front and center, and we must not let our guard down
in terms of the precautions we have set forth.

Therefore, we have limited attendance for certain events that we know would
otherwise be crowded based on historical evidence.  We have specifically
arranged our classrooms so that we are as distant as possible and we have
kids in relatively the same areas of each room they are in so that in the event
of a positive case, the close contacts will be more manageable.  We have
continued our great work with everyone’s cooperation of being masked at all
times unless involved in strenuous activities or at lunch.

We thought it would be a good idea to provide you with a reminder of the
protocols set forth if indeed we get a report of a positive case.

Positive case reported to the school
Simply put, once a positive case is reported we work as a team with the nurse,
staff, admin and BCDOH to map out the contact tracing action plan.  If the child
or staff member was in school within a certain time frame of being tested
positive then we move forward with contacting families of children who are
deemed close contacts after consultation with BCDOH.

Who is a close contact?
If someone tests positive then your child would most likely be deemed a close
contact if they sit within a three foot radius of the positive case and/or eats
lunch in the positive case’s general area.  This would be determined by
timeframes, classroom configuration and other specific details that would be
discussed with the BCDOH.



Therefore, it is very likely that if a student tests positive, that the entire class
will not be deemed close contacts because of the spacing and related
regulations.  This will allow for the greatest number of students to remain
unaffected and therefore remain in school.

What does it mean to be deemed a close contact?
If your child is deemed to be a close contact that means one and only one
thing.  It means that they were within 3 feet for more than 15 consecutive
minutes of a person who was positive.  It does NOT mean that your child is
also a positive case.  For the last two years, there have been no close contacts
identified in the district who also went on to test positive themselves.  It is
simply protocol for close contacts to quarantine and remain out of school out
of caution that he/she may test positive within a few days.  We have been
fortunate that no such transmission has taken place.  Why have we been
fortunate?  Because we have followed the spacing and masking restrictions,
our staff have been great, and our families have contacted us immediately if
there is a positive case and/or they have kept their children home if they are
experiencing symptoms.

What happens with in person schooling if my child is a close contact?
If  your child is deemed a close contact then they will miss either 7 or 10
calendar days from in person school and will attend virtually via google meet.
7 or 10 days ?  Yes, there is a difference and it is based on testing.

Fictitious Scenario
Your child is deemed a close contact on Monday,  March 7

7 day quarantine
If you choose to have your child PCR tested between 3-5 days of notification,
on March 10, 11 or 12, and the result is negative, and your child has no
symptoms, the child would be allowed back to school in 7 calendar days on
Tuesday, March 15.



10 day quarantine
If you choose NOT to have your child PCR tested then they would be
quarantined and virtual for 10 calendar days.  The child would return to
school on Thursday, March 17.

My child is a close contact but is fully vaccinated?
If your child is fully vaccinated and their last dose of the vaccine was given
over two weeks from when being deemed a close contact on March 10,  then
your child would not miss any school, as fully vaccinated individuals need not
quarantine.

My child is a close contact but already had COVID
If your child had COVID within 90 days of being deemed a close contact on
March 10, then your child would also not have to quarantine and therefore not
miss school.

How can I help?
We ask that you be on the lookout for the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 as
listed below in your child. If you believe your child may have COVID-19,
contact his or her primary care doctor for directions and contact the school.

Feeling unwell, malaise
Respiratory symptoms
Fever of 100 or higher
Chills
Dry cough
Productive cough

Shortness of breath
Sore throat
Muscle aches
Headache
Loss of smell
Loss of taste

Diarrhea
Vomiting
Rash
Ear pain



Important Reminders
Should your child experience ANY of the aforementioned symptoms, contact
your physician and keep your child home from school..

You are required to report any positive COVID-19 test results in your home to
the school by emailing the building administration and nurse at the following
emails:

MAS
Mr. Jordan - mjordan@maywoodschools.org
Mr. Timmins - ktimmins@maywoodschools.org
Ms. Zuccaro - duccaro@maywoodschools.org

MEM
Mr. Halligan - mhalligan@maywoodschools.org
Ms. Meluso - ameluso@maywoodschools.org

As always, we appreciate your support and cooperation. You can assist us by
remaining vigilant but sensible in your approach to dealing with these health
concerns.

WE are One Parent Sign Up
The Maywood School District is in the process of creating a multifaceted
program entitled Maywood - We are ONE but we are MANY.   The initiative will
expose our students to a specific part of what makes Maywood a special place,
that being its diversity of cultures, among all of us.  Our curriculum touches
upon cultural specifics and recognizes certain weeks and months that are set
aside to recognize certain cultures, heritages, etc.  However, nothing takes the
place of real world involvement, personal stories, and first hand accounts of
one’s experiences.

Our plan is to create various programs that will highlight the many cultures,
heritages and backgrounds among us in relation to various Customs,
Traditions, Clothing, Foods, Music, Dance, Sports, Literature and so much more
that pertain to all of our many backgrounds.
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To make this work we need to bring together the talents, experiences, and
work of everyone including students, parents, staff members, and community
members.

We encourage you to sign up for various committees that we will be forming.
What committees should you sign up for?  Any that you feel you could
contribute to so that we can provide incredible hands on, real world
experiences for our kids.

Parent Sign Up Form

Hawks, LadyHawks
Congrats to the Hawks and LadyHawks and their coaches on both winning
their respective championships in the Little Ferry Holiday Basketball
Tournament!

REACT Club Sock Drive
The React Club will be having a holiday Sock Drive. They will be collecting new
socks or donations toward purchasing socks. The drive concludes on
December 15th.  Please drop off all donations to the front office or school
counseling office.
District Toy Drive for Pediatric Cancer Institute
Student Council Elves will be in teh MAS parking lot on Saturday, December
18th from 9 - 11 am for the final dropoff.  Please consider donating
unwrapped toys for this great initiative.

MAS and MEMORIAL Virtual Holiday Shop (DECEMBER 17 LAST DAY !!)
Enjoy the Gift of Giving while Giving Back to our School!
Online Shopping Starts Now!
MAS Holiday Shop Link
MEMORIAL Holiday Shop Link

https://forms.gle/LGN24rZ3h22P3u569
https://myholidayshop.org/school/439110
https://myholidayshop.org/pages/4591131


MAS & MEMORIAL present MyHolidayShop - an online holiday shopping
experience where students and families enjoy shopping together while
supporting their school. With a wide selection of gifts priced within a child’s
budget (most under $5), students can shop the personalized gift collections
for Mom, Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, siblings, pets, and more!

● Shop opened now!
● Shop ends: December 17th
● Families shop and pay for gifts online (site is available in both English

and Spanish).
● Gifts are shipped directly to your home.
● E-Gift Cards available: A great option if you would like to ask a family

member to sponsor your child.
● Share the link with friends and help raise money for our school!

Please direct MEMORIAL questions to Jeimy Fermin, emoc1608@gmail.com
Please direct MAS questions to Krista Buda via email at klofaro@hotmail.com


